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INSTRUCTOR: Ms. Merriweather	                  PLANNING PERIOD: 4th   and  8th period
E-Mail: Chaquill.merriweather@slps.org 	      Room 206, Phone 314-371-1048
 
Course Description: Welcome to Freshman Physics! This course is designed to be a hands-on introduction to the sciences of Physics. We will take one semester to explore the basic concepts of sciences and to study motion, and we will dedicate one semester for forces, energy, and electricity. Each unit will end with either a Unit Test or a student-led practicum. project based on the material presented during the unit 

Main Instructional Objectives: By the end of this course you will be able to… 
· Analyze data to support the claim that Newton’s second law of motion describes the mathematical relationship among the net force on a macroscopic object, its mass, and its acceleration. 
· Create a computational model to calculate the change in the energy of one component in a system when the change in energy of the other component(s) and energy flows in and out of the system are known. 
· Design, build, and refine a device that works within given constraints to convert one form of energy into another form of energy 
· Use mathematical representations to support a claim regarding relationships among the frequency, wavelength, and speed of waves traveling in various media. 
· Use the periodic table as a model to predict the relative properties of elements based on the patterns of electrons in the outermost energy level of atoms. 
· Develop and use a model of two objects interacting through electric or magnetic fields to illustrate the forces between objects and the changes in energy of the objects due to the interaction.
COURSE OUTLINE:
First Semester 
· Quarter 1 
· Unit 0: Virtual Learning  
· Unit 1: Motion, Forces, Collision  
· Quarter 2 
· Unit 2: Energy  
                           
Second Semester 
· Quarter 3 
· Unit 3:Waves 
· Quarter 4 
· Unit 4: Earth’s Elements  

Grading Scale 
A           90-100
B             80-89
C             70-79 
D             60-69 
F                < 60
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REQUIRED MATERIALS:
· Your school-issued laptop or other, similar device
· A calculator
· A notebook and writing utensils – pen, pencil, highlighter, etc. (optional)
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS & POLICIES:
Regular Expectations 
1. STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR MASK AT ALL TIMES IN THE ROOM!
2. You must stay in your teacher assigned seat at all times. 
3. Be respectful of everyone and everything involved in your learning: your fellow students, your teacher (me!), your parents, and the classroom. 
4. Be patient. We’re not just learning chemistry this year, we’re also learning all of this technology. Some people will get it right away, some will take some more time, and there will be glitches and mistakes and problems along the way. 
5. Keep me in the loop! If something is going on that will keep you from attending class, finishing your work, or just being able to focus, I want to know about it! Things are rough right now, I know, and I will work with you to find ways of keeping it all together. 
6. Try. Engage. Do your best, I expect you all to participate. 
Behavior & Consequences
Mandatory Reporting Requirements
Teachers are “mandated reporters.” This means that if I see evidence of abuse, neglect, or imminent danger to my students and do not inform the administration and relevant governmental authorities, I could be fired, banned from teaching, and even imprisoned. I want to be someone that you can be honest with and I want to know if you’re in trouble or have problems so I can help you. But, because I want to be honest with you, I need to let you know that I MUST report certain things if I find out about them. So keep that in mind if you choose to show us your surroundings during class meetings. 
On a related note, posting nude or sexual images of anybody under 18 is distribution of child pornography. This is obviously very illegal. I am required to report that, and there is a very real possibility that the administration may choose to charge you with a crime. So be aware of that when you consider what you want to post to our Teams page or any other shared digital environment.
Disruptive Behavior
Students that disrupt the class and prevent others from learning will be given two verbal warnings. If the disruptive behavior continues, students will be ejected from the virtual classroom for the remainder of the class period. If this behavior continues for multiple class periods, parents will be called and, if deemed necessary, an administrative referral will be submitted. 
Attendance
The COVID-19 pandemic has really messed with us all. I understand that there may be life situations that prevent you from being at all of our classes. If this is the case, I need you to LET ME KNOW. We can work something out, but I need to communicate with the administrators about it so they know what’s going on. Classes will be recorded, so you should be able to watch them after the fact and still get the most important information. That being said, if you can attend class, I expect you to do so. If you don’t participate in our live classes, you won’t be able to practice and ask questions, which makes a big difference.  
Grades
I do NOT give grades. You must EARN your grade in this class.
GRADING POLICY/SCALE:
I believe in an equitable classroom, not an equal one. That means that I care more about how much you learn and improve than about whether or not you meet the state standards for your grade level. Wherever you are starting from when you log into my classroom, that’s where we’ll start. The quality of work you do, combined with the effort you put in, determines the grade you earn. 
	Assignment Type
	Description
	Value

	Formative
Assessment 
(Classwork)
	Anything meant as practice or as an in-class activity: do now
 (Catalyst) , class participation, exit slips, digital worksheets or activities, writing assignments, etc. 
	70%

	Summative Assessments
	Exams, quizzes, projects
	30%


Semester Grade Policy:  	
Parents may have internet access to their student’s grades and assignments, upon Administrative approval, at https://sis.slps.org/SLPS/Default.aspx

Tips for Success: 
· Pay attention. Always be asking yourself if you understand what is going on or what I’m saying. If you don’t understand something, ask me to stop and explain again. 
· If you don’t feel comfortable asking questions in class, ask them by messaging me in Teams or emailing me. If necessary, I can meet or consult with you outside of class time to clear up any confusion. 
· Take notes. I find I remember things better if I write them than if I type them, but Teams also has a digital notebook that you can type into during meetings. 
· Complete all assignments. Better late than never.  
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